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Why is it that so many images of the world 

appeal to us? For some, it is the cafe society 

of Paris, revealed in smoky black and white 

photos, taken at night or dusk, with two 

romantic figures about to kiss at a table 

covered with the remains of a fine meal and 

choice wine. For others, it is a group of 

friends gathered around the same table with 

the same epicurean delights, on a warm 

spring day, discussing with both profundity 

and with the great issues of the day. It can 

be the library of a great estate, with its wood 

paneled walls and fire in the grate, a glass of 

brandy sitting next to a soft leather chair, 

and rows and rows of books, all promising 

some insight into the great mysteries of life. 

Or perhaps it is a wild river, twisting 

through a valley, bearing along on its swift 

currents kayakers and rafters, delighting in 

the great outdoors. Others dream of building 

a great business, seeing in their mind the 

possibility of solving a problem, providing a 

service, fulfilling an unmet need, and doing 

it better than anyone else. Perhaps it is the 

athletic hero, cranking out that final home 

run in the bottom of the ninth to win the 

pennant and lead your team to glory.  

Whatever image comes to mind, whatever 

dream inspires and motivates us, the appeal 

both pulls us and haunts us. It tantalizes 

even as it disappears, and we hold it at a 

distance because we fear as we draw closer, 

the picture will fall apart. The kiss does not 

last, and soon the romantic young couple is 

bickering and fighting and separating in 

bitterness to go their own way. As we draw 

close to overhear the conversation at the 

table, it turns out to be little more than bland 

platitudes uttered with ignorant arrogance 

that cares little for truth and less for wisdom. 

The books in the library reveal themselves 

to be mass-market paperbacks, an enormous  

collection of Dan Brown-like peons of 

ignorance and cultural stupidity. The wild  

river foams not with an electric current, but 

industrial pollution, killing the fish and  

 

sickening the boaters. The business is 

undermined by corrupt competitors cheating 

the system. The baseball hero is revealed to 

be a cheat using performance enhancing 

drugs and betting on the game.  

The promise of the dream always seems to 

fall apart.  

The great crime novelist Raymond Chandler 

captures the spirit of this in a passage from 

The High Window: "He picked the glass up 

and tasted it and sighed again and shook his 

head sideways with a half-smile; the way a 

man does when you give him a drink, and he 

needs it very badly, and it is just right, and 

the first swallow is like a peek into a 

cleaner, brighter world." [1]  

Author Michael Potemra, writing on this 

passage, notes: "Raymond Chandler had a 

serious drinking problem, so note the 

realism of his description of the nature of the 

promise booze makes. He's not saying that 

drinking makes the world a cheery place; he 

knows better. No, it is that 'first swallow' 

that offers a prospect of - a mere 'peek into' - 

a 'cleaner, sunnier, brighter world'; and it's 

that prospect that keeps the problem drinker 

coming back, in quest of his sometimes-

embraced, but always, finally, elusive 

quarry." [2]  

In truth, are we not all seeking that "cleaner, 

sunnier, brighter world"? Do we not all 

desire this? Hunger for it? No matter how 

often the dream fails, we cannot help but 

continue to dream. Why is this? What is it 

about us that we cannot help but have a 

dream, a desired future of fulfillment and 

joy?  

It is because we are made that way. We are 

made to be dreamers by a God who is 

Himself, a dreamer. We are created to desire 

by a God who also desires. 



James Smith, in his book Desiring the 

Kingdom, argues that this desiring forms the 

core of who we are as human beings, stating 

"that we are primarily desiring animals 

rather than merely thinking things." [3] This 

is essentially a return to the Augustinian 

view that we are defined by what we love. 

Smith stresses that these are "ultimate loves" 

and are "what ultimately governs our vision 

of the good life." [4] This vision is something 

we experience at a pre-cognitive level. It is 

not rationally determined through intentional 

introspection, but rather it arises from our 

inhabiting the world and "feeling our way 

around it." [5]  

Because this love is not reached by 

cognitive reflection, it cannot be laid out 

neatly in a series of concrete ideas or beliefs. 

Indeed, there may be parts of it we find hard 

to express at all. Instead, we see this as a 

picture, a dynamic image of what constitutes 

the good life. Smith stresses that it is 

"important to emphasize that this is a picture 

. . . [of what] it looks like for us to flourish 

and live well." [6]  

This is why we are captured by the images I 

mentioned before. Whatever that image may 

be for you, it acts powerfully upon your 

heart because it reflects your deepest love, 

what you perceive as the good life, not just 

for you, but for all of society. Smith also 

emphasizes that these are communal visions, 

not merely individual ones, about the 

ultimate nature of human flourishing. Of 

course, this picture of the good life varies 

from person to person. We do not all love 

the same thing. These divergent loves are 

often what causes conflict and division 

among us.  

Furthermore, not all loves are true. Scripture 

tells us that we are made in the image of 

God. We are created and crafted by Him to 

be lovers of Him. But we betrayed this love 

in the Garden of Eden and fell into 

confusion and sin. Thus, the love of God has 

been replaced by other, false loves which 

ultimately fail us and leave us unsatisfied. 

Yet despite this, we cannot stop loving and 

desiring. It is hardwired into us. Ecclesiastes 

3:11 tells us, "He has put eternity into man's 

heart, yet so that he cannot find out what 

God has done from the beginning to the 

end."  

The good news is that the God who made us, 

the God who put eternity in our hearts, did 

so that we may seek Him and find Him. As 

Paul writes in Acts 17:26-27, "And he made 

from one man every nation of mankind to 

live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined allotted periods and the 

boundaries of their dwelling place, that they 

should seek God, and perhaps feel their way 

toward him and find him." 

But God does not just call us to Him, He 

calls us into His dream. Just as we have 

dreams and desires, so too God has a dream 

He declares repeatedly and explicitly 

throughout scripture in over a dozen places, 

and indirectly in hundreds more. It is the 

dream that informs everyone in the world of 

His work, from the moment of creation to 

the moment of consumption. It is the image 

that God holds in His mind of His desired 

end that He is bringing about by His divine 

will.  

And He is dreaming about us.  

In Revelation 21:3-4, God declares, 

"Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 

man. He will dwell with them, and they will 

be his people, and God himself will be with 

them as their God. He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 

more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 

crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 

things have passed away."  

This is God's declaration after all things 

have been accomplished. He is proclaiming 

that, at last, His work is done, His dream has 

been achieved, and that dream is that He 

should live with us, and we should live with 

Him, together for all eternity. Put simply, 



God desires and longs to be with His people. 

Even more, we are made to desire this as 

well. 

What lover of Christ who longs for His 

appearing does not thrill at these words and 

feel the delightful shudder they cause in us? 

Not just believers, but read these words to a 

lost soul, especially v. 4, and will you not 

awaken a hunger and desire in them? Will 

they, too, not be filled with a deep longing 

for this to be true, to be attainable?          

But for the believer, it is not just a longing 

or a hunger, it is a promise. We read 

Revelation 21 as a promise of what is to 

come, not what may be. It is our sure hope, 

already secured in Christ, now only waiting 

to be realized. That cleaner, brighter, sunnier 

world, that place of joy, that world that is 

beyond what we could ever "ask or think," 

where the promise of the pictures is true, 

does exist and has been secured for us by 

God. We do not hunger for it; we anticipate 

it. It is not only something we anticipate, 

however. This dream shapes who we are and 

how we live right now. We are called to live 

the reality of this dream in the current 

moment, even as we await its fulfillment. 

Specifically, this truth shapes our identity, 

our worship, and our love. 

Identity  

Our world today is suffering from an 

identity crisis. We see the evidence of this 

all around us, from the conflicts surrounding 

identity politics to the erasure of once 

commonsense understandings of basic truths 

surrounding biological sex and traditional 

marriage. All have been greatly transformed 

by a radical vision of autonomy succinctly 

expressed by Justice Anthony Kennedy in 

the Supreme Court decision Planned 

Parenthood vs. Casey where he wrote, "the 

heart of liberty is the right to define one's 

own concept of existence, of meaning, of the 

universe, and of the mystery of human life." 

Underlying this vision is the belief that we 

do not have any true identity, any actual 

thing or being that we are and should thus 

seek to conform ourselves to, but that each 

one is a blank slate who decides for 

themselves who they are and what they will 

be. Basically, we just make it up as we go 

along. The irony here is that the same people 

who espouse this view also talk of the need 

to be authentic, to be who we truly are, even 

as they deny that we are anything at all.  

The human cost of this radical autonomy has 

been terrible and tragic. Despite living in the 

most prosperous and free nation in the 

history of the world, surrounded by luxury, 

convenience, abundance, technology, and 

entertainment, that would be beyond the 

imaginations of most people who lived 

throughout history, we are lonelier, emptier, 

and more despairing than ever before. Social 

scientists and medical professionals have 

been for years raising the alarm over the 

incredible rise in what they term 'deaths of 

despair': suicides, alcohol abuse, drug abuse, 

etc.  

We have lost our identities, and it is killing 

us.  

This has affected even those in the Church, 

where our consumer driven models of 

church growth designed to cater to this 

radical autonomy of the individual through 

its emphasis on relevance, programs, and 

meeting felt needs - all defined by the 

person, not by God - has led many to 

experience their faith as a kind of religious 

mall, hopping from church to church as they 

would store to store, picking up spiritual 

products along the way. Many others, 

finding little difference between the 

autonomy of secular society and the 

autonomy of faith, have simply abandoned 

the Church altogether, seeking to forge their 

spiritual identities on their own.  

Perhaps you have experienced some of these 

feelings of despair and frustration. Despite 

your church attendance, Bible reading, 

prayer, etc., you continue to feel unfulfilled, 

or perhaps are just left with a lingering sense 



that something deeper is missing in your 

walk with God. If so, there is hope!  

Into this empty void of desperate searching, 

God has revealed to us our true identity in 

Him. Indeed, apart from Him, we can never 

know our true selves, for "all things were 

created through him and for him" 

(Colossians 1:16).  We are created to live 

the dream of God, and all that we do in our 

lives is meant to live out the reality that He 

is our God, and we are His people. This 

must form the beginning of our faith, not the 

endpoint. It is not a destination we are 

journeying to, but the essential reality we 

start from.  

In the radical autonomy of our culture (in 

which we have all been marinating since 

birth), our identities have been presented as 

a kind of puzzle, where we pick and choose 

which pieces to add  to create the whole. But 

Jesus is not just another piece we add into 

our lives. He is our lives. This is what Paul 

declares in Philippians 1:21, "For me to live 

is Christ, to die is gain." Our identity as 

God's people forms every part of who we 

are so that to conceive of our lives apart 

from who we are in Jesus is impossible, 

because there is no part of our lives that is 

not Jesus. We are made to exist with Him in 

a relationship so deep we become 

inseparable from Him. This is why marriage, 

where the two become one flesh, is given as 

an image of Christ and His Church. When 

we receive Jesus as our savior, we become 

one with Him, just as He is one with the 

Father. Thus, Jesus prays for His people in 

John 17:21, "that they may all be one, just as 

you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 

they may also be in us, so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me." We are 

one in Christ in the same way that Jesus is 

one with the Father. This is the core of who 

we are and who we are created to be. This is 

our identity. 

 It is important to see that this is not 

something we journey to or a goal we try to 

achieve. This is our reality from the moment 

we come to faith in Jesus. Our lives in Christ 

are not about trying to become one with 

Christ. We already are that! Instead, our 

growth in God comes as we more and more 

live out this reality.  

Paul explains this in Philippians 3:12-16: 

"Not that I have already obtained this or am 

already perfect, but I press on to make it my 

own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 

own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have 

made it my own. But one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the upward 

call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us 

who are mature think this way, and if in 

anything you think otherwise, God will 

reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true 

to what we have attained."  

What is it he has not already obtained?  

Previously he cites all he had done to make 

himself righteous - his religious works - and 

how he now counts them as rubbish "in 

order that I may gain Christ and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own 

that comes from the law, but that which 

comes through faith in Christ" (Philippians 

3:8-9) 

Does this mean he feels that he has not 

obtained Christ? No, for he previously 

declared that for him to live is Christ. 

Rather, as he explains in v. 12, he is seeking 

to "make it my own" the reality that Jesus 

has already made him "his own." That is 

something that has already been done. It is 

reality. Paul is now seeking to live out that 

reality - the reality of his identity in Christ. 

He has not fully accomplished this yet, but 

is "straining forward to what lies ahead." 

And what is that but the wonderful promise 

of Revelation 21:3, the promise Jesus 

affirmed in John 14:3 when He told us, 

"And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and take you to myself, that 

where I am you may be also." 



We are one with Christ, as we were made to 

be, so that we may live forever with Him as 

His people, dwelling together throughout 

eternity. It is the dream of God. It is our 

identity. It is our current reality in Christ. 

And it is our spiritual work here to ever 

more live out that reality. Thus, Paul 

admonishes us to "hold true to what we have 

attained." Or as the NIV translates it, "Only 

let us live up to what we have already 

attained." 

We will never experience the fulfillment and 

joy in God that He desires us to have until 

we stop pursuing Him like some elusive god 

who is hiding from us, and instead begin to 

live out the reality that He has already 

pursued and redeemed us as His people 

made to exist in and with Him, who are one 

with Him and called to live out this present 

reality.  

Worship    

When we begin to understand the reality of 

our identity in Christ, suddenly our worship 

will be transformed from being merely an 

act of religious devotion to an expression of 

our identity in God as His people created to 

know Him and be with Him as His people 

who embody and proclaim His glory. 

Psalm 95:6-7 expresses this truth. 

"Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture, 

and the sheep of his hand."   

The call to worship is rooted in the fact that 

He is our God, and we are His people. As 

we worship, we are continually reminding 

ourselves of the truth of our identity, the 

reality of God's purposes, and the hope of 

His dream towards which He is moving all 

of history. Indeed,   

God has enshrined this dream in the two 

most important acts of worship He 

established, the Passover and the Lord's 

Supper.[7]  

The Passover meal, held every year to 

remember God's deliverance of the people 

of Israel from slavery in Egypt, was focused 

around 4 cups of wine drunk throughout the 

meal. Each of these cups was symbolic, 

representing a truth from Exodus 6:6-7. 

"Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'I am 

the Lord, and I will bring you out from 

under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I 

will deliver you from slavery to them, and I 

will redeem you with an outstretched arm 

and with great acts of judgment. I will take 

you to be my people, and I will be your God, 

and you shall know that I am the Lord your 

God, who has brought you out from under 

the burdens of the Egyptians."  

God makes four declarations in this passage, 

each one represented in one of the cups of 

Passover 

         Cup 1 - I will bring you out. 

         Cup 2 - I will rid you of your  

  bondage   

         Cup 3 - I will redeem you. 

Cup 4 - I will take you for my   

            people, and I will be your  

God. 

Passover would begin with a blessing by the 

head of family for the festival and for the 

wine. After which, the first cup, representing 

God's promise to bring them out, would be 

drunk. 

The father would then recite the story of the 

exodus from Egypt, finishing by saying: 

"We shall thank you with a new song for our 



redemption." The whole assembly would 

then sing Psalms 113-115. 

After this, they would drink the second cup 

of wine, representing God's declaration to 

rid the people of their bondage to slavery. 

The head of house then broke the bread 

while proclaiming the blessing: "Bless the 

Lord our God, Sovereign of the World, who 

has caused bread to come forth out of the 

earth." This would be eaten with bitter 

herbs, symbolizing the bitterness of slavery, 

and stewed fruit whose consistency and 

color of clay represented the bricks they 

were forced to make as slaves. 

At this point, the roasted Lamb was 

presented and eaten as the main meal 

representing the Passover Lamb when God 

passed over His people for judgment.  

The third cup of wine, the cup of 

redemption, would follow accompanied by a 

prayer of thanksgiving. 

Lastly, they would sing together the second 

part of the Hallel Psalms 116-118 and drink 

the fourth and final cup, which represented 

God's declaration that He would be their 

God, and they would be His people. By 

placing this cup, last God was declaring that 

this promise, His dream, was the 

culmination of His work. At their most 

sacred assembly, the people of Israel not 

only remembered God's work of deliverance 

and redemption, but were reminded, 

proclaimed, and looked forward to what 

they had been redeemed for - to be the 

people of God in eternal relationship with 

Him. This was to be the core of their 

identity, an eternal reminder of who they 

are.  

It is no surprise then, that Jesus would 

choose this meal to inaugurate the sign of 

the new covenant. During the celebration of 

the Passover meal, Jesus interrupts the usual 

pattern of celebration as they are eating the 

Passover lamb. It is at this point, "after they 

had eaten," that He takes up the cup that will 

be "the new covenant in my blood" (Luke 

22:20). Since this occurs after they had 

eaten, it is the third cup of Passover, the cup 

of redemption, that Jesus chooses as the sign 

of His new covenant. This cup would be 

introduced with the blessing: "May the All-

merciful One make us worthy of the days of 

Messiah and of the life of the world to come. 

He brings the salvation of his King. He 

shows covenant-faithfulness to his 

Anointed, to David, and to his seed forever. 

He makes peace in his heavenly places. May 

he secure peace for us and for all Israel. And 

say you, Amen." 

After saying the blessing, Jesus declares its 

fulfillment in Him, "for this is my blood of 

the covenant which is poured out for many 

for the forgiveness of sins" (Matthew 

26:28). He is the Messiah who will redeem, 

secure peace for us, and make us worthy of 

the world to come. And what is that world to 

come? It is the world of Revelation 21:3-4, 

the world where He is our God, and we are 

His people. It is the world promised in the 

fourth cup of the Passover  

But Jesus does something surprising here. 

He refuses the fourth cup. "I tell you I will 

not drink again of this fruit of the vine until 

that day when I drink it new with you in my 

Father's kingdom" (Matthew 26:29). He 

reserves this cup until the reality of the 

consummation has been realized, and He is 

gathered with His people at the great 

wedding feast of the Lamb foreshadowed in 

Revelation 19:6-9: 

"Then I heard what seemed to be the voice 

of a great multitude, like the roar of many 

waters and like the sound of mighty peals of 

thunder, crying out, 

"Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the 

Almighty reigns. 

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the 

glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 

come, 



and his Bride has made herself ready; it was 

granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, 

bright and pure"— 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of 

the saints. 

And the angel said to me, "Write this: 

Blessed are those who are invited to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said 

to me, "These are the true words of God." 

Can you picture the scene? Jesus is at the 

table, seated with His disciples, and before 

Him, we are amassed, the people of God, 

believers from every age, tribe, and tongue 

forming a countless sea of faith. As Jesus 

looks out over His beloved, every life for 

whom He shed his blood and purchased with 

His suffering on the cross, which he endured 

"for the joy set before Him" (Hebrews 12:2), 

now realizes that joy as He lifts the cup, the 

final cup he denied Himself on earth but has 

now fulfilled in the Kingdom, and declares, 

"At last, the dwelling of God is with men, 

and He shall be their God, and they shall be 

His people." It is the longing of God, and the 

dream of God fulfilled. 

 Every time we drink the cup, we proclaim 

His death for our redemption, even as we 

look forward to His return and the 

consummation. "For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lord's death until he comes" (1 Corinthians 

11:26). Every time we celebrate 

communion, we are entering into the dream 

of God and longing with Him for its 

fulfillment.  

Love  

All of this serves to orient our love to its 

proper object. Our culture today talks often 

of love, extolling its virtues and promise. 

The Beatles told us all we need is love, and 

ubiquitous throughout our culture are signs 

that tell us that love is love. All love is 

equal. All love is necessary. All we need is 

more of it. What is common in all of these 

declarations is that the object of our love is 

inconsequential, all that matters is that we 

love it.  

God, however, tells us a different story. The 

Bible makes clear that the object of our love, 

far from being inconsequential, is essential. 

Indeed, it is the object of our love that 

determines whether our love is right or 

wrong.  

In Matthew 22:37-40, when asked what the 

greatest commandment is, Jesus replies, 

"You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind. This is the great and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 

these two commandments depend all the 

Law and the Prophets." 

Notice that Jesus is not saying that love is 

the greatest commandment. The call is not to 

love in some generic sense. Rather, the 

greatest commandment speaks to what we 

should orient our love around. It is about the 

object of our love. Jesus is telling us the 

greatest commandment is to make God the 

ultimate object of our love. Out of that love, 

we will fulfill the second commandment, to 

love others as ourselves.  

This proper orientation of love is, in truth, 

nothing more than the living out of God's 

dream. It proclaims and embodies that 

dream even as it anticipates its future 

fulfillment. The dream that He will be our 

God and we will be His people is really a 

dream about all of creation living with a 

properly oriented love. The love of God 

expressed perfectly in the Trinity is poured 

out on His people as an invitation to enter 

into the love of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit so that we, too, may experience the 

complete joy and fullness of life therein. 

And because God by His nature is a giving, 

gracious being, and because he is love, as 

we experience this love, we too will become 

giving, gracious beings living to give the 

love we have received from Him. Thus, a 



perfect circle of love and devotion is 

established that will last for all eternity. 

The dream of God brings together our 

identity, worship, and love, showing how 

each is interconnected to realize His dream. 

We become what we worship and we 

worship what we love. This is a vital truth to 

remember, and the reason why false loves 

are so dangerous and destructive. Only the 

proper love of God will lead us to worship 

Him so that we will become like Him, being 

"conformed to the image of his Son" 

(Romans 8:29), living in a perfect, eternal 

relationship with the Father, which is what 

we were made to do. Our love drives our 

worship and reveals our identity, and invites 

us into the dream of God. 

God has a dream. He is dreaming of you. He 

is calling us to begin living out the reality of 

this dream right now even as we anticipate, 

along with Him, it's ultimate fulfillment in 

the Kingdom. This is the image of the good 

life that God longs to capture our soul, to 

thrill our imaginations, to inspire our faith. It 

is the future He is relentlessly pursuing and 

creating. It is the call of deep to deep. And it 

is for us right now. It is time to stop merely 

living our lives, moving aimlessly from day 

to day, content with the tarnished images of 

a fallen world, and to start living the dream. 
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